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God, good guys
and guns

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
Anunderstandable impulse to
self-defence is nevertheless mistaken

OSPITABLE, diminutive and currently

reliant on a wheelchair, Brenda Ste-
venson, pastor of the New Outreach Chris-
tian Centre in Charlotte, North Carolina,
makes an improbable gunslinger. So
averse was she to weapons when her chil-
dren were young that she wouldn’t let
them play with water pistols. But “thereisa
time and a season for all things.” Mrs Ste-
venson recently informed worshippers
that “two new members are joining the
church”: Smith & Wesson.

Her anxiety is understandable. Known
for feeding the homeless, her centre at-
tracts some unsavoury types. Its previous
building burned down 20 years ago, the
first of many chapels destroyed in a spate
of suspected arsons in the state in the
1990s. A nearby Baptist church stands par-
tially charred and collapsed, one of several
black churches torched in the South since a
racist massacre at a black church in
Charleston in June (Mrs Stevenson’s con-
gregation is mixed). That finally prompted
her to take the training course required to
carry a concealed weapon. She plans to
keep her gun in a Bible-shaped case, Wild
West-style, when she preaches; it is hard to
imagine her using it, and she hopes she
never has to.

Churches are scarcely the only targets
of murderous rampages. After the atrocity
in Charleston came an attack on two mili-
tary facilities in Tennessee; five service-
men died. A double killing at a cinema in
Louisiana on July 23rd, by aman with a his-
tory of mental disorder, highlighted the
ramshackle system of background checks
for gun-buyers. Statistics support the im-
pression created by this grim sequence:
mass shootings have become more com-
mon in America, averaging one a day this
year according to the Mass Shooting
Tracker, an online record thatincludes mul-
tiple injuries as well as fatalities.

Gun lobbyists and their allies say the
answer is for more law-abiding Americans
to carry guns in colleges, or shopping
malls, or churches (many states allow guns
in houses of worship, either expressly or
under general firearms rules, if religious of-
ficials consent). Mike Huckabee, a Republi-
can presidential candidate, suggested
more armed worshippers would have
meant fewer deaths in Charleston. Like
Mrs Stevenson, others have already
reached that conclusion: Chuck Chadwick,
of the Texas-based National Organisation
for Church Security and Safety Manage-

Alexander Hamilton

Fun with fede

The Founding Father withouta dad

(13 OW does a bastard, orphan, son
of a whore and a Scotsman,
dropped in the middle of a forgotten spot
in the Caribbean, by providence impov-
erished in squalor, grow up to be a herg
and a scholar?” So begins the opening
in “Hamilton”, a hip-hop opera about
Alexander Hamilton, which is abosit to
open on Broadway.
The co-author of the Federaljst Papers,
first treasury secretary, creator/of the
national bank and America’¢financial
system, is having a moment. In addition
to his musical, suggestions that Hamilton
should be removed frond the $10 bill to
make way for a womap broughthowls
from his admirers, who pointed out that
if anyoneis to be taken off a greenback it
should be the uncguth Andrew Jackson,
whose portrait gdorns the $20 bill.
Hamilton, g/rather pompous sort,
would probally disapprove of musicals.
But his life, yhich came to an end on the
banks of tite Hudson in a duel with Aar-
on Bury, the sitting vice-president, is
ready-mfade for one. The show’s off-
Broadvay run at the Public Theatre earli-
er this year collected a trophy-case of
awards and attracted theatre-lovers as
ell as Beltway types like the Clintons,

ap

ment, says demand for its programme,
which includes firearms instruction, is ris-
ing, partly because of fear of Islamic State.
This impulse to self-defence in kind is
natural—but mistaken. A recent FBI study
of 160 public mass murders (committed or
attempted) with guns between 2000 and
2013 found most ended when the assail-
ants fled or killed themselves. In 21 in-
stances the attacker was restrained by un-
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a Broadway star

Klichelle Obama and Dick Cheney (who
understands about vice-presidential
accidents with firearms). Advance tickets
sales for the Broadway run are robust.
The musical is really two storiesin
one: Mr Hamilton’s and America’s. The
songs, which mix R&B with rap and pay
homage to comic operas by the likes of
Gilbertand Sullivan, are catchy. A num-
ber sungby George IIl evokes a1960s
break-up ballad: “Ill send a fully armed
battalion to'temind you of my love,” he
croons to the'colonists. The rap battles
between Hamilton and Thomas Jef-
ferson depicting¢lashes in fiscal policy
and states’ rights are particularly fine.
“Man, when the British taxed our tea, we
got frisky. Imagine what’s gon’ happen
when you try to tax oty whiskey.”
Lin-Manuel Miranda, “Hamilton’s”
lyricist and composer, staxs as the man
himself. Mr Miranda, the s§n of Puerto
Rican parents, clearly feels ay affinity for
his fellow transplant from the\Caribbean
(Hamilton was born on Nevis, anisland
aboutthe size of Manhattan). Thg politi-
cal history of America is sometime
simplified to a scrap between the hejrs of
Hamilton and of Jefferson. Right nowythe
federalist-in-chief seems the friskier.

armed people;in only one did the shooting
stop after an intervention by a civilian
armed with a gun (rather than by a securi-
ty guard or policeman). The Violence Poli-
cy Centre, an advocacy group, points out
that Americans who legally carry con-
cealed weapons are far more likely to per-
petrate mass shootings than prevent them;
it counts 29 such events since 2007. And
while gun-wielding bystanders rarely cur-
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» tail killings, they may aim badly and con-
fuse the cops.

This dilemma is an iteration of a broad-
er question: whether keeping guns makes
people safer. A growing majority of Ameri-
cans think it does—another mistaken con-
viction. Daniel Webster of the Johns Hop-
kins Centre for Gun and Policy Research
says that, other factors being equal, keep-
inga gun athome is associated with a dou-
ble or triple risk of homicide. What holds
for homes is also true of states and coun-
tries: more guns mean more gun-related
murders, tragic accidents and suicides.

Yet, amid the drumbeat of bloody
news, well-meaning, fearful individuals
take the seemingly rational decision to
arm themselves. Almost all plan to be pru-
dent with their guns. That, alas, is what
everyone thinks. m

Abortion

The tissue trade

NEW YORK
Dislike &f abortion and supportfo
Planned Parenthood should go together

N ardent advocates of a woman’s
right to an abortion may grow queasy
from watching a series of undercover vid-
eos of meetings with representatives from
Planned Parenthood, a nationdl group that
offers reprodugtive-health serrices, includ-
ing abortions. In order to harvest hearts,
lungs and “as many intact [ivers as possi-
ble” from aborted fetuses, providers use ul-
trasound to make\sure thgy do not “crush
that part,” explains Dehorah Nucatola, a
medical director far the group, between
sips of wine. Anoth&r shows a medical ex-
ecutive named Mary\atter apparently ne-
gotiating the sale of fetal “specimens”.

The videos comefoyrtesy of the Centre
for Medical Progresg, an\anti-abortion pres-
sure group. The thiree re¢leased since July
14th have been watched inillions of times,
and the group promises “thousands of
hours” more. It says the videos show that
Planned Parenthood is rugning a “black
market for bgby parts”, which is illegal.
Planned Parenthood denies this claim, and
the recordings do not quite pipve that the
organisation is profiting from\these tran-
sactions. But abortion provideys at their
health centres are apparently aware of the
value of/fetal tissue, which scientjsts need
for a wide array of medical reseatch. And
the videos, with their casual talk &f “suc-
tion” br a “less crunchy technique™ make
for powerful propaganda.

fed Cruz, a senator from Texas, stjrred
crgwds at an anti-abortion rally on Capitol
Hill on July 28th with calls for a fedgral
criminal investigation. Rand Paul, a seha-

Inequality and exercise

Spin to separate

United States

Sweating on purpose is becoming an elite phenomenon

N A darkene¥ room at the edge of

downtown Waghington, D¢, electronic
music pulses overthe speakersas a
crowd of mostly swaaty young women
bop up and down. Caxdles burn at the
front and inspirational sipgans cover the
walls. Sadly, thisisnota dxug-fuelled
rave, but rather a mid-afternqon spin
class. Itis run by Soul Cycle, which pro-
motes the idea that riding an exéycise
bike to loud music is akin to enterlgg a
“soul sanctuary”. The experience, which
also involves awkwardly lifting weigh
while cycling, costs about $35 for 45 mi
utes. This does not deterits well-heeled
customers: “Some of the women pay a lot
of money to go here”, says a staff mem-
ber, her eyebrows raised.

The recession of 2008 damaged rfany
industries. One which emerged reyhark-
ably unscathed was exercise. Acgording
to figures from the InternationZl Health,
Racquetand Sportsclub Assgtiation, an
industry group, gym members now
number 54m, up from 45Mm in 2009. Twice
as many Americans spbscribe to gyms as
in the mid-1990s. Yeythe population has
not got visibly heglthier. According to the
Centres for Disedse Control, a govern-
mentagency, jii 2013 a quarter of adults
engaged in po leisure-time physical
activity atall beyond the bedroom. Be-
tween 2601 and 2012, the age-adjusted
propottion of the population who are
obege or extremely obese grew from 36%
to41%. That increase has slowed of late,

torfrom Kentucky, has been keen to perk
up his poll numbers by leading a fight to
“strip every dollar” of government fund-
ing from Manned Parenthood, which
counts on federaland state coffers for near-
ly $530m of its $1.3mrannual budget. Senate
Republicans plan to vote on defunding the
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l The rich get fitter
Average time spent exercisip§* each week
Full-time workers, by income gdintile, minutes
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butithasnot yetreversed.

ke explanation of this paradox liesin
who iSdoing the exercising (see charf).
‘Where oxce “prosperous” was a syn-
onym for oyerweight, being fit (and thin
with it) is a harker of status. Outposts of
Soul Cycle areXp be found in the Hamp-
tons and Westchester County in New
York. In such placeg small gyms, yoga
studios and the like,\which make their
money from hosting esrather than
through membership feks, proliferate.
They advertise fitness as ssymething close
to religion. At CrossFit, whick describes
itself as a “word and a phenorsgnon”,
though it mostly involves weightlifting,
customers are described as “athletes”.
Exercise is not quite yet a luxury goog,
butitmay be getting that way.

organisation before the August recess:
Polls show that pro-life voters afe in the
minority, but they punch above their
weight because they car€é more about
where politicians stand’on the issue. Sur-
veys find that mosf Americans support
keeping abortieh legal within the first
weeks of coriception; but this sympathy
plummets’once the woman enters her sec-
ond Afimester, and nearly disappears
when she reaches her third (see chart), by
Wwhich time ultrasounds offer more de-
ailed pictures of fingers and toes. Cam-
patguers have worked with this discom-
fort. Twelve states now require abortion
providerstq proffer details about a fetus’s
ability to feelpain; ten mandate an ultra-
sound (though iNs not medically neces-
sary); and 14 have intwpduced bans on an
abortion 20 weeks after denception.
Defunding Planned Parenthood may
seem a logical next step. But federal fund-
ing for abortion is already banned;except
in cases of rape, incest or where a woman’s
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